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Il candidato scelga se svolgere la prova A, che consiste nella comprensione di un brano con domande, oppure la prova B, che consiste nella stesura di una lettera.

Proposta A: Read carefully the text below, do the exercise and answer the questions.

Robert talks about his family

My name is Robert Palmer, Rob is my nickname. When I was a teenager my favourite hobby was surfing. Indeed, I live in San Diego, California, one of the best areas in the world for water sports. I still go surfing in my free time, but my son Andy prefers skateboarding. I am very proud of him because he is the Californian Under-16 Skateboarding Champion.

He is 15 years old and goes to "Saint John's College", which is a Secondary Modern School. I also have a daughter called Nina, who is eight years old. She is in a third class of primary school. My wife's name is Pamela and she is Mexican - she was born in Guadalajara. We met there when I was at university. I was travelling through Mexico and doing some research for my thesis, when I met her in a restaurant and immediately fell in love with her.

Now, we live in a detached house on the outskirts of the city. It is quite big and comfortable. It has got two floors. On the ground floor there is a hall, a living room and a kitchen. On the first floor there are three bedrooms and two bathrooms. There are also two gardens, because we like gardening. 

My daughter is quite annoying but fun, she invites her friends to play in our gardens every day. They sometimes take our dog Perro for a walk in the nearest park. Pamela is very lively and chatty, she is a great cook and likes cooking different recipes from all over the world. We have recently tried Austrian food, which tastes delicious! I am forty, I am tall and well fit. I have got short fair hair and light brown eyes. Andy looks like me, while Nina looks like her mother. 

I am an archaeologist and work for the university of San Diego, but I have a lot of hobbies. Besides surfing, I usually listen to country music and also play the guitar in a band. I often go hiking in national parks, too. I want to tell you what I have just found out about the Grand Canyon in Arizona, which is considered to be one of the seven natural wonders in the world. 

Every year about 5 million people come and visit it. It consists of three areas: the South Rim, including Grand Canyon Village, the North Rim and the canyon gorge itself. The South Rim is lower, and more accessible than the North Rim, so it has 10 times more visitors than the higher and more heavily forested North Rim. The Grand Canyon is spectacular. The Colorado River shaped it, cutting the earth's crust for millions of years. It is 277 miles long, 17 miles wide at the widest point, and one mile deep. Equally spectacular is the wildlife there, which includes mountain lions, eagles, deer, and falcons. 

According to an ancient Indian legend, all human beings entered the earth through the Grand Canyon. Actually, the first traces of humans in the Canyon go back to 4,000 years ago. Today, a group of Havasupai Indians live in the canyon, in a lovely area with three waterfalls. The first white explorer was ]ohn Wesley Powell in 1869. He was the first to sail the Colorado River and face its rapids with ten men and six boats. It took several weeks to go from end to end and Powell lost four men and two boats in the voyage. 

Now there are several ways of exploring the Grand Canyon. There are tours by helicopter, aeroplane, inflatable raft, and mule. There are accessible trails and rest houses two or three miles from the rim. They offer toilets, picnic tables, and shade. You can also hike down the bottom of the canyon. However, the round trip takes two days. 

I have been there four or five times with my family. One day, while I was going down the path with some friends, my mule stumbled into something and I fell off and broke my leg. It took me some time to recover, but I did not stop visiting the Canyon. I have never found the same colours or the same atmosphere in the Canyon, and it is always so exciting to discover new places in it.

Indica TRUE o FALSE e correggi le frasi false.

	
	TRUE
	FALSE
	CORRECTION

	1. Robert comes from Florida 
	
	
	

	2. He’s got two children 
	
	
	

	3. Andy likes skateboarding
	
	
	

	4. Robert’s wife is Brazilian
	
	
	

	5. Rob and his family live in a skyscraper
	
	
	

	6. They have got a pet
	
	
	

	7. Andy’s mum can cook
	
	
	

	8. Rob likes walking
	
	
	

	9. He is writing about Yellowstone Park
	
	
	

	10. John Wesley went down the river with 6 boats
	
	
	


Rispondi alle seguenti domande in modo completo

1. How old is Nina? 

2. Why is Rob proud of Andy?

3. Has Andy got any brothers or sisters? 

4. How many bedrooms are there in the house?

5. How often does Perro go to the park?

6. What is Pamela like? Is she shy or extrovert?

7. What is Robert’s job? 

8. Which sports does Rob like?

9. Can he play any instruments?

10. How many visitors come to the Grand Canyon each year? 

11. Why does the South Rim have more visitors than the North Rim?

12. How did the Colorado River form the Canyon?

13. Who was the first man to go down the river? 

14. How long did it take? 

15. How can you explore the canyon today? 

16. What about you? What do you like doing in your free time?

17. Can you practice any dangerous sports?

18. Which kind of house do you live in? 

19. How many rooms are there in your house? List them.

20. Which is your favourite room? Why? Describe it.

21. Where and when did you go on your school trip? 

22. What did you do there?

23. Did you enjoy it? Why or why not? 

24. Where and when are you going to spend your summer holidays? Write something about it.


